
NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE

guaranteed fuel economy 
or your money back*

f u e l  g ua r a n t e e 
Use more than our target fuel consumption and we’ll refund the difference. 
 
e f f I c I e n c y  b o n u S 
Use less than our target fuel consumption and we’ll pay you a bonus of 2x the difference. 
 
6 r  (6 c y l I n d e r ),  7r ,  8 r  t r ac t o r S 
Fuel guarantee programme is available on 6R (6cyl), 7R and 8R Series tractors in transport applications. 

*  The fuel guarantee programme is valid and offered only by participating John Deere dealers from 1st September 2017 until 
31st October 2018 for all new, never retail sold 6R (6 cylinder), 7R and 8R Series tractors, purchased or leased between 
these dates and requires an explicit enrolment document with your John Deere dealer. The guarantee programme is only 
valid for transport applications (above 20 kph) in accordance with the provided JDLink data. Contact your John Deere 
dealer for more details on the enrolment document.
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New joystick wins 
innovation award

John Deere’s new CommandPRO joystick won the second Farmers Guide Award for 
Excellence, presented for innovation in the machinery sector.
The awards were set up in memory of Doug Potts, who founded the original East Anglian 
Farmers Guide magazine in 1979. They are intended to highlight excellence within the 
industry, as selected by Farmers Guide machinery editor David Williams and arable editor 
Dominic Kilburn.

The all-new CommandPRO joystick option was announced at the 2016 launch of 
the new 6230R and 6250R tractors, and introduces a new dimension in ergonomics 
and versatility to the John Deere range. Top speed can be reached with just one 
push, and 11 programmable buttons are available for the hitch, pto, SCVs, AutoTrac 
steering controls etc.

The functionality of CommandPRO allows the tractor to be controlled from top speed 
to zero with a simple push or pull of the joystick, and lower speeds from 0 to 2kph can be 
achieved with the creeper control function. Both the joystick and conventional tractor 
pedals can be operated at the same time, and there is no need for an external ISOBUS 
joystick as the driver can also operate the tractor and ISOBUS functions simultaneously.

Award judge David Williams said: “John Deere’s CommandPRO joystick is an important 
development for the company, and is going to be used all year round by very demanding 
farmers and contractors. There are some very interesting new functions on this joystick 
that I believe will make a big difference to operators both in the field and on the road.

“It’s very ergonomic, easy and comfortable to use, and well thought out – all very 
important considerations when you’re spending all day in the tractor cab for weeks at a 
time. CommandPRO will be a real benefit to productivity and drivers will like it – which is 
why we felt it was the most deserving of the 2016 award for machinery innovation.”

John Deere Limited marketing manager Chris Wiltshire added: “We were delighted to 
receive this award, which is valued recognition of the work done by John Deere product 
designers and engineers to bring this new product to market. CommandPRO was also 
the result of a great deal of feedback from a focus group of European contractors and we 
believe we now have an option that will prove to be extremely popular on our tractors for 
many years to come.”

John Deere News



Design excellence rewarded
John Deere takes innovation seriously, so 
we are honoured to have received nine 
engineering awards for innovation 
and excellence from the American 
Society of Agricultural and Biological 
Engineers (ASABE), in its latest AE50 
Awards for 2018.

These prestigious awards highlight the 
year’s most innovative designs in product 
engineering in the food and agriculture industry, 
as chosen by a panel of international engineering experts. Among the new 
John Deere products recognised in this year’s top 50 are the 5R Series 
tractors, the S700 Series automated combine harvesters and 
the Gator XUV 835 petrol and 865 diesel utility vehicles. 

Introduced in 2017, the compact 5R Series tractors 
from 90 to 125hp have adopted a number of advances 
taken from John Deere’s larger models. They feature 
a one-piece curved frame design with a low 
centre of gravity and a turning radius of only 
3.75m, even when fitted with a front loader such 
as the new 543R. Features include front axle 
suspension and an air suspended seat in the 
newly designed cab, plus an optional cab suspension system.

ASABE is an international scientific and educational organisation 
dedicated to the advancement of engineering applicable to agricultural, 
food and biological systems. Information on all the award winners will 
be included in the January/February 2018 issue of the Society’s Resource 
magazine and on the ASABE website at www.asabe.org.
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John Deere News

A series of events will take place 
throughout the US and Europe this year 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
John Deere entering the farm tractor 
business. A commemorative badge will 
also appear on selected new 2018 John 
Deere tractors, from the 6R to the 9R 
Series.

Deere’s first tractor steps were 
officially taken in March 1918 through the acquisition of the 
Waterloo Gasoline Engine Company in Iowa, makers of the 
highly successful Waterloo Boy tractors and stationary 
engines, although John Deere had been working on the Dain 
All-Wheel Drive tractor for several years before that.

The Waterloo Boy Model R was sold in the UK and Ireland by 
the L J Martin Tractor Company of London, badged and liveried 
as ‘The Overtime’ tractor, which gained a reputation for hard 
work and reliability. It was given credit for helping to win World 
War I by putting in many hours of overtime producing food for 
the war zone and the home front. This machine’s simple 
two-cylinder design became a feature of John Deere tractors 
for another four decades.

At the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History 
in Washington, DC, the American Enterprise exhibition will 
mark 2018 as the year of the tractor. The museum’s 1918 green, 
yellow and red Waterloo Boy tractor was installed at the 
entrance to the business history exhibition in January.

John Deere is also placing iconic tractors on display at the 
company’s Tractor & Engine Museum in Waterloo, the John 
Deere Pavilion and World Headquarters in Moline, Illinois, and 
at the John Deere Forum in Mannheim, Germany to mark this 
historic anniversary.

100 not out in 2018



Fuel Guarantee
John Deere has always taken its responsibility to the environment very seriously. Combined with the lower fuel consumption of 6R, 7R and 
8R Series tractors, the new, extended Fuel Guarantee Programme is aiming to make a significant contribution to reducing emissions – 
which is good news for the environment and good for the customer’s bottom line.

The Fuel Guarantee programme was 
initiated in 2016 with the 7310R tractor 
(left & right), after this model set a new 
fluid efficiency record for high 
horsepower Stage IIIB and Stage 4 
tractors in the DLG’s PowerMix and 
TransportMix tests at the end of 2014.

Now new owners of all John Deere 
six-cylinder 6R, 7R and 8R Series wheeled 

tractors are eligible to participate in the programme, which financially 
rewards fuel-efficient driving in transport mode. This includes both a 
cashback incentive and training to ensure more fuel-efficient tractor 
operation.

Once a customer signs up to the programme, he and his supplying dealer can use JDLink to record the tractor’s actual fuel consumption 
in transport mode during the first full year of ownership. If the total fuel consumption has exceeded the John Deere target level, customers 
are refunded by the company.

And that’s not all – if the operator achieves a higher fuel efficiency figure than the target level, the owner will receive an efficiency 
bonus equal to twice the cost of the fuel saved. Depending on the amount of transport work carried out during the year, this bonus could 
mean a cash refund worth up to four figures.

“As approximately 50 per cent of the cost of ownership is spent on fuel, we want to encourage customers to proactively monitor their 
tractor’s fuel consumption,” says Chris Wigger, John Deere’s vice president sales & marketing for Region 2 (Europe, the CIS, North Africa 
and the Near & Middle East).

“The capabilities of JDLink and our network of specialist dealers enable operators to track their machine usage and to optimise fuel 
efficiency during transport. This is one of the key benefits of our FarmSight precision farming approach.”

Uptime Guarantee
Customer surveys consistently show that machine reliability 
and uptime solutions are the most critical issues for any 
farming business. That’s why John Deere has now created 
the new Uptime Guarantee programme, giving customers 
one less thing to worry about.

The Uptime Guarantee is also based on John Deere’s well-
established and reliable six-cylinder tractors. New owners of 
6R (left), 7R and 8R/8RT Series tractors (top right, page 5) are 
now eligible to enrol in this new programme.

Uptime Guarantee is a comprehensive package of 
PowerGard Protection Plus warranty extension, 
maintenance and remote support services, designed to 
keep customers’ tractors running. For example, the brand 
new Expert Alerts service informs the dealer of potential 
failures before they happen.
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Business minded farmers and contractors rightly like to know in advance the costs associated with 
operating and owning a tractor. Thanks to innovations such as JDLink telematics and remote 
monitoring technology, John Deere enables customers to view machinery operation data, such as 
fuel consumption. JDLink also offers the opportunity to introduce new services for maximising 
tractor uptime. We have now taken a further step forwards in this area with the full-scale launch of 
the revolutionary Fuel Guarantee and Uptime Guarantee programmes, which are part of the 
company’s new ‘Do More. Guaranteed’ campaign in 2018.

Uptime and fuel efficiency – 
guaranteed!



The dealer can therefore provide a new level of preventative maintenance, reducing the risk of an unexpected breakdown. If the 
customer experiences downtime exceeding 48 hours within the extended warranty period, an equivalent back-up machine will be 
provided.

“With these two guarantee programmes, our message is clear,” says Chris Wigger. “We are committed to supporting our customers by 
reducing their overall total of cost of ownership.”
■  More information on the new Fuel Guarantee and Uptime Guarantee programmes will be available at www.johndeere.co.uk
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After using a competitive make of 
tractor for 18 months on around 
400 acres of arable and potato 
land at Hynett Farm, Bartestree in 
Herefordshire, Tallis Amos Group 
customer G J Gibbs traded it in for 
a new John Deere 7310R tractor in 
summer 2017.

“We wanted a change, so area 
sales manager Tom Folly from 
TAG gave us a demonstration 
of the 7310R on the farm and it 
performed amazingly well,” says operator Melvyn Thomas. 
“Straight away one of the biggest differences we noticed out 
of many, comparing the John Deere to our previous tractor, 

was the incredible amount of fuel 
we saved.”

Using an identical implement 
on both tractors – a 3.6m George 
Moate Tillerstar bed tiller and de-
stoner – Melvyn found that the 
7310R did the same work, faster 
and with a saving of more than 
10 litres of fuel per hour. “That’s 
a big saving over the season,” he 
says. “It’s very quiet compared 
to our previous tractor, the cab 

is operator friendly and very comfortable. I’ve also found the 
back-up we get from the dealership is second to none – they 
bend over backwards to help out with anything I need.”

The record breaker
John Deere’s new, record-breaking 8400R tractor made 
its first appearance at the Cereals Event in 2017.

This 400hp tractor had previously set three new world records for fuel 
efficiency (field and transport) and maximum drawbar performance at the DLG 
test station in Germany. It beat its nearest competitors by almost 23 per cent in 
drawbar performance and lowered the combined fluid consumption figure for 
field work to only 247g/kWh.

This translates into six per cent higher pulling capacity and a reduction 
in fuel consumption of up to two per cent compared to the previous top of 
the range 8370R model, enabling wider implements to be used to increase 
productivity and maximise total fluid efficiency. By converting 91 per cent of its 
rated horsepower, the 8400R set a new industry benchmark with regard to pulling performance.

Powered by a new John Deere 9-litre Stage IV 
compliant engine and featuring an e23 transmission 
with Efficiency Manager, the 8400R delivers up to 
450hp with Intelligent Power Management (IPM). 
This tractor is also fitted as standard with JDLink 
telematics, including remote display access (RDA) 
and wireless data transfer (WDT) linked to the 
MyJohnDeere.com website portal.
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Tracks to the future
A new John Deere 9620RX four-track tractor has enabled a Bedfordshire farming company to 
improve its logistics, as well as putting it in a strong position for future expansion.
Bedfordia Farms Ltd has been running John Deere articulated 
tractors for a long time, ever since the 8640 and 8850 ranges 
from the 1980s, says arable and operations manager Ian Rudge, 
who is responsible for the whole of the Milton Ernest based 
company’s 2200ha of arable cropping.

This heavy land farm operates a winter 
wheat, winter wheat, oilseed rape 
rotation. All field operations are carried 
out using an RTK satellite signal, with 
equipment running in 40m tramlines. 
With operations extending for 12 miles 
from one end of the farmed land to the 
other, ease of movement has to be a 
consideration when purchasing kit. This 
was a significant factor in the choice of 
the 9620RX, which is the 10th articulated 
tractor that Bedfordia Farms has run in 
Ian Rudge’s 23 years with the company.

“Yield is still king and we push the 
crops, but we concentrate on doing the 
job right in terms of maintaining and 
improving soil structure,” he says. “Nearly 
50 per cent of plant nutrition comes from 
an organic source and 95 per cent of the 
land is treated with an organic product 
during the year. We also believe in carrying 
out the correct cultivations.”

Where crop establishment is concerned this approach sees 
two 5.2m Quivogne Tinemaster cultivators with 5.5m double 
presses followed by a Vaderstad Rexius Twin operating as close 
behind the combines as is practicable, in order to achieve a stale 
seedbed for as long as possible. A proportion of the second 

wheats are ploughed with a 12-furrow unit for cultural blackgrass 
control or to enable delayed drilling, seasonally driven. Two 8m 
drills allow later sowing as part of the blackgrass control 
programme.

With implements of that width and the time scale adopted, 
tractor power is critical. Until autumn 
2016 the power for primary cultivations 
was supplied by two John Deere 
articulated tractors, a 500hp 9620 and a 
530hp 9630, both on dual wheels all 
round to maximise traction.

“We’ve used articulated models in the 
500 to 600hp bracket as the mainline 
power units as they are manoeuvrable, 
economic high horsepower tractors that 
put the power to the ground and operate 
efficiently in a wide range of conditions,” 
says Ian Rudge. “But it’s becoming 
increasingly difficult to move wide 
equipment on the road – the 9620 and 
9630 are both more than 4.2m wide and 
need an escort. We bought the 9620RX 
from our local dealer P Tuckwell at 
Maulden as an ex-demo model to replace 
the 2006-registered 9620, to make life 

easier. At 3m wide on standard tracks it can 
move on the road unescorted, although 

we do still escort wide equipment.”
In the field the 9620RX’s ground pressure is similar to that of 

the dual wheeled tractors, and from the driver’s point of view Ian 
says the 9620RX’s oscillating track and cab suspension systems 
have taken operator comfort to another level.

“We want to 
future-proof the 

business. At 620hp 
the 9620RX 
provides the 

opportunity to 
increase output, 

particularly on our 
sloping land.”

Ian Rudge, Bedfordia Farms (pictured)
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Tandem teams improve timeliness
John Deere wheeled and two-track tractors also play a key role in Bedfordia Farms Ltd achieving 
its twin aims of ‘doing things right’ and timeliness.
The business has a policy of delaying autumn drilling for as long 
as possible as part of its blackgrass control programme, but also 
getting the bulk of the crops established by mid-October so as 
not to compromise following operations.

“Timing is critical and you have to have a robust plan, or there 
is the potential to compromise the output of the business,” says 
Ian Rudge, who three years ago implemented a significant 
change in the company’s seedbed preparation and drilling 
strategy.

“Until 2014 we were doing all the cultivations and drilling with 
the John Deere 9620 and 9630 articulated tractors, both with dual 
wheels all round to maximise traction,” he explains. “Our objectives 
are to do everything properly and at the right time. To improve our 
ability to achieve those aims we decided to introduce a secondary 
cultivations and drilling team, with the primary cultivations and 
operations such as shallow subsoiling with our 6m Cousins being 
done by the 9620 – which has since been replaced with a 9620RX 
(see page 6) – to run alongside the 9630.

“The secondary cultivations and drilling are now done by the 
second team. An 8370RT tracked tractor pulls a 9.3m Vaderstad 
Rexius Carrier, an 8.3m Rexius Twin and an 8m Rapid drill with 
Rapid Lift. In addition, a wheeled 7310R operates a 6.5m Rexius 
Twin and an 8m Horsch Sprinter drill.”

The strategy required two additional tractors and Ian turned 
to John Deere once again, specifying the new 7310R (above) and 
8370RT (right) models from dealer P Tuckwell at Maulden with 
AutoTrac automatic steering. “We did try other makes, but we 
have a long association with John Deere and know the tractors, 
plus the AutoPowr IVT transmission is superb,” he says.

“Tuckwell is a fantastic dealer and, just as importantly, our 
operators are Deere green all the way through. We had hired in an 
8360R wheeled model but it was not quite powerful enough for the 
large implements. We therefore chose the 8370RT as we like the 

track system and at a rated 405hp it gave us low ground pressure 
with ample power, which is also the case with the 7310R.”

In the field the secondary cultivations and drilling teams 
work as self-contained units running in tandem, operating in a 
block system immediately behind the combines to create the 
required stale seedbed for as long as possible before coming in 
with the drills. In 2016 they established 1570ha of wheat and 
535ha of oilseed rape, and last autumn the corresponding figures 
were 1400ha and 660ha. The John Deere 7310R and 8370RT 
tractors have made a practical contribution to improving 
Bedfordia Farms Ltd’s operating efficiency, says Ian Rudge.

“With these two teams we have got the capacity and we are 
farming better, as our timing is better. We can get in close behind 
the combines but delay drilling and so there has been a positive 
improvement in our blackgrass control and soil structure. Also, 
between them, the primary and secondary team tractors are 
averaging out at fewer individual machine hours a season.”

From a management stance, he adds: “The 9620RX’s width 
gives us greater flexibility to make more efficient use of the 
tractor. For example, we have a 425ha block that takes time to 
get to with the wheeled tractors. As well as having to be 
escorted, they have to take a circuitous route by road as they 
can’t be taken on a shorter route that involves crossing bridges, 
which the 9620RX can. It means that rather than having to 
move a wheeled tractor there and leave it if conditions change, 

with the 9620RX we can come away and go back as required.
“Also, we want to future-proof the business. At 620hp the 

9620RX provides the opportunity to increase output, 
particularly on our sloping land. The additional power and 
manoeuvrability also put us in a strong position to farm more 
land locally, as we can go wider with our cultivations equipment 
and drills, which are now under review. It will be a great bonus to 
the overall operation of the farms.”



The record-breaking 
8400R tractor



Tracks have tremendous grip
A John Deere 8345RT’s power and traction make it the ideal tractor for the ground preparation 
work on a large Cornish potato growing enterprise.

“Tracks have tremendous grip.” That is the fundamental explanation Philip Pryor gives for F G Pryor & Son Ltd’s purchase 
of this new tracked model to do the ground preparation work on the potato land it farms under contract from its base at 
Colwyn Farm, Perranwell Station.

Dealer Cornwall Farm Machinery delivered the new tractor in December 2016, when it took over from a five-year old 
model. “That had done 5000 hours so it was due for a change,” says Philip, a director of the business together with his 
wife Denise. Although F G Pryor & Son has tried other makes of tractor in the past, they are confirmed John Deere users 
as they know the machines and the high standard of back-up provided by the dealership.

The business also grows 500 acres of cereals, but the 8345RT is dedicated to the potato bed work, powering a 5.4m 
tiller/ridger, and post-harvest work on the potato enterprise. This supplies several markets, growing first and second 
earlies, salad, chipping and main crop varieties. The Pryors are involved in all operations, from ploughing, bed tilling and 
destoning to planting and harvesting.

“On the flatter ground we tend to do the tilling with a wheeled John Deere 7310R, but on the hillier, more difficult land 
we use the 8345RT,” says Philip. “It is very suitable for the job. With its rated 380hp it has real grunt and, together with 
the AutoPowr transmission, it handles the work comfortably, it is not on its knees.”

After the crop has been lifted, the tractor is back in action on the front of a 4.5m Sumo Trio. “We always hand the land 
back to the owners in good condition,” Philip adds. Reliability is critical and so the 8345RT was purchased new with the 
further comprehensive safeguard of a PowerGard Protection Plus maintenance plan.

Accuracy of work and the cost savings from reduced overlaps are also important and so the business is a confirmed 
user of GreenStar precision farming technology. The 8345RT features the new, multi-function Generation 4 
CommandCentre display and a StarFire 6000 satellite receiver with SF3 signal, which provides accuracy down to 3cm. 
The Pryors also use the older 2630 and 2600 GreenStar displays, which are split between their 7310R and 6215R, which 
is the main cereal drilling tractor - both of these machines were bought in 2016.

A more recent investment has been in JDLink telematics, which is a feature of F G Pryor & Son’s 8RT, 7R and 6R Series 
tractors. Philip’s son Warwick is the more technologically savvy one in the family, as Philip freely admits, and he says: 
“The Ultimate specification provides the operator benefits we want for our tractor drivers, and we opted for JDLink for 
the long-term advantages it will provide in improving vehicle management and efficiency. At present we use it for 
monitoring tractor location and to keep an eye on machine performance, particularly on the steep ground.”

Warwick is very aware that they have not fully exploited JDLink’s potential just yet. The intention is to go through the 
system more comprehensively with Cornwall Farm Machinery’s AMS specialist James Marks, who says: “With full dealer 
remote display access to JDLink we can save a lot of time. If there is an issue, we can see the diagnostic code and fix it 
over the ‘phone or take the necessary part with us if we have to go out to the machine. It can also be used for remote 
tuition on the GreenStar side.

“Wireless data transfer enables the dealer to upgrade software, in some instances even while the tractor is moving in 
the field. It also has the potential to improve logistics efficiency, as it allows the farmer or contractor to send information 
such as a list of fields, location and directions to the machine from the office.”
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The JDLink to added value
Nationwide tractor and agricultural equipment hire company MP Hire Ltd has committed to 
installing John Deere’s JDLink telematics system on all new tractor purchases, making it the largest 
user of JDLink in the UK.

The Newtown, Shropshire based company 
is also the first of its size – running in the 
region of 170 exclusively John Deere 
tractors up to 400hp – to use the system as 
a fleet management tool. JDLink has been 
available as base equipment on larger John 
Deere 7R and 8R Series tractors for the past 
five years, and MP Hire says it has 
recognised its value to customers in 
enabling them to get the most from their 
tractor hire.

“The objective is to increase customer 
retention though further differentiating 
our service, by adding value to the hire at no 
extra cost,” says MP Hire’s operations 
manager Bryan Thomas. “We want to help 
customers be more efficient by maximising 
the performance of their tractor, or fleet of 
tractors, especially in terms of idle time, 
hours used and fuel consumption.”

Initially, the benefit of JDLink to MP Hire 
is additional security – the ability to track a 
machine and identify its location. Bryan 
Thomas also sees further advantages of 
the system in informing users of servicing 
schedules, for example. “The work will be 
carried out by the dealer, but we have the 
ability to tell the customer exactly where the 
tractor is on the servicing schedule,” he 
explains.

“The same goes for JDLink’s remote 
diagnostics function. Peak operating periods 
are now more condensed, and uptime is the 
key. Remote diagnostics has the potential to 
save the customer downtime, and the dealer 
travelling time. A lot of hirers of our high 
horsepower tractors do not run John Deere 
fleets, so they aren’t familiar with the 
machines. With remote diagnostics we can 

identify a fault, should one occur, and tell the 
dealer, who can send out a technician 
equipped to deal with the problem.”

In addition, Remote Display Access 
(RDA) allows Bryan Thomas to log onto 
individual accounts and assist users with 
navigating through the tractor set-up 
functions, again saving the dealer the 
cost of going out to the farm. Access to 
JDLink can also be given to the hirer, 
who can then monitor tractor 
performance and, using real-time 
location, plan and implement other 
equipment logistics, such as getting 
spray bowsers or fertiliser and seed 
trailers into position.

“The tractor hire market is incredibly 
fierce,” says Mike Powell, MP Hire’s 
managing director. “Our strategy to both 
retain our present customer base and 

attract new business is to remain 
competitive, but differentiate ourselves 
from our competitors. We have made a 
conscious decision to promote JDLink 
early, as we consider ourselves innovators 
rather than followers. The ability to offer 
eight weeks’ subscription to JDLink as a 
free facility within the tractor hire charge 
is definitely a selling point.

“We have had the demand from our 
customer base and we are definitely seeing 
a take up of the system, as it enables users 
to keep better control of their costs and 
improve efficiency. We think that more 
farmers and contractors will be asking for 
the JDLink service because it provides 
them with an effective management tool 
to measure, analyse and adjust a lot of 
operational parameters, which they 
couldn’t do before.”

A selection of MP Hire Ltd’s John Deere 8R Series tractors in its Newtown yard.  
The company is the largest user of JDLink telematics in the UK, and the first of its size 
to use the system as a fleet management tool.

The MP Hire Ltd partnership and management team (left to right): managing director Mike 
Powell, administration/finance director Anne Curry and operations manager Bryan Thomas.

“Remote 
diagnostics has the 

potential to save the 
customer downtime, 

and the dealer 
travelling time.”

Bryan Thomas, MP Hire



Powerful and productive

The two 310hp tractors really start earning their keep once the 
cereal harvest starts on the 5000 acres managed by Salle Farms 
Co at Reepham, where winter barley, oilseed rape, winter wheat, 
sugar beet, spring barley and spring beans are grown on a seven-
year rotation.

Farms and estates manager Poul Hovesen (right) says: “It is 
eight miles from one end of the farms to the other, so our middle 
band of tractors have to be powerful and stable but not too 
heavy, so they can do both in-field and on-road haulage work as 
well as the primary and secondary cultivations in our soils, which 
run from light sandy loam through to boulder clay.”

These characteristics see the 7310Rs – the latest in a long line 
of John Deere tractors at Salle Farms – towing triple-axle trailers 
to service the combine, then moving onto top work when they 
are dualled up on 600 front and 650 rear tyres and go in behind 
the harvester pulling an 8.2m Vaderstad Carrier before deep 
cultivations. The tractors’ power is also utilised in front of a 
number of other implements, including an 8m Vaderstad NZA 
spring tine cultivator, a 6m Lemken Compactor, a set of 16m Dal-
Bo rolls and six-furrow Lemken Euro 8 ploughs.

Reliability is also critical and this was a key factor when the 
7310Rs were bought 18 months ago from local dealer Ben Burgess 
at Aylsham, when they replaced two 7280R models. “We used to 
replace this band of tractor at 5000 to 6000 hours but we now 
take them up to nearer 10,000,” says Poul Hovesen. “We had 
some problems with the 7280Rs but the 7310Rs have been 100 
per cent reliable, and all the issues of the previous models have 
been completely solved.”

The 7310Rs were specified with the optional premium lighting 
kit, leather cab trim and front linkage, and bought new with John 
Deere finance and a maximum five-year/5000 hour PowerGard 
Protection Plus service and repair plan that provides full extended 

warranty cover. Salle Farms Co also uses an RTK satellite signal for 
field work and so has access to the benefits of JDLink telematics.

“John Deere Financial’s package was the most cost-effective 
way to do it,” adds Poul. “JDLink also provides benefits in 
efficiency and time worked. If we do have a problem, particularly 
an electrical issue, the system can save both ourselves and the 
dealer time. Our drivers can ring Ben Burgess, whose service 
manager can see what the problem is and reset the component 
remotely, or guide the operator through the resetting procedure.”

Justin Glasspoole, Salle Farms Co’s lead tractor operator, 
agrees that John Deere has addressed the previous model’s 
issues, and adds that the 7310R is a well-balanced tractor, the 
engine works more efficiently and the new e23 transmission is a 
massive improvement over its predecessor.

“Most of the time I leave it in full auto mode, to let the tractor 
manage itself for optimum fuel economy, but when necessary 
the part manual custom setting allows you to put the engine 
under more load,” he says. As well as the higher comfort levels 
provided by the optional lighting kit and leather seats, he adds 
that due to changes in the cooling system the air-conditioning is 
improved and the cab suspension also feels far better.

Poul Hovesen concludes: “We’ve been extremely pleased with 
the 7310R tractor’s performance and reliability – John Deere has 
really sorted them out.”

Two top-spec 7310Rs are the flexible core of 
a Norfolk farming company’s predominantly 
John Deere tractor fleet. 

Planning ahead

Leslie Brown Agricultural Contracting 
runs a large tractor fleet of 20 
machines, of which seven are John 
Deere models running from a 6430 to a 
7310R. The relationship goes back to 
1994, when Leslie Brown (left) bought 
his first John Deere tractor, and the 

brand was chosen again two years ago when a new 7310R with 
e23 transmission and a 7250R with AutoPowr joined the fleet.

The 7310R went straight to work for the general contracting 
company, which is involved extensively in the arable, grassland 
and root crop sectors, where it provides full or part-time 

operations. Both tractors were bought using a John Deere 
Financial package from Ripon Farm Services at Ripon, who 
provide good, fast after-sales support, says Leslie.

“The main role I had in mind when I bought the 7310R was to 
power a Mus-Max 9XL woodchipper,” he explains. “This was 
originally on a 7830, but it was at the top end of that tractor’s 
power output and the 7310R’s extra horsepower makes the 
operation far more efficient and economical on fuel.”

However, he also wanted more versatility from the purchase, 
so the 7310R’s role is not exclusive to the woodchipper (pictured 
far right, page 13). “It fitted our bill for a powerful, relatively light 
tractor that was right for a number of primary and secondary 
cultivations – specifically ploughing with a six-furrow mounted 
model, mole ploughing with a three-leg subsoiler, and pulling a 
Sumo Trio and a 5m Vaderstad TopDown as back-up to a 320hp 
tracked tractor. At 350hp with power boost, the 7310R has the 
power to perform all those operations.”

The variety of roles also had a bearing on the 7310R’s 
specification, which included the e23 transmission. Since joining 
the fleet, the tractor has cultivated some 1500 acres a season.

“John Deere takes a bit of beating for operator comfort,” says 
Leslie. “We liked the e23 transmission when we first tried it, as it 
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Buying tractors well before they are needed 
enables a County Durham contractor to get the 
best terms and gives him the confidence that he 
has bought the right model for the operation.



can be set to act like an automatic and there is slightly better 
power transfer to the ground. In good conditions last autumn it 
performed as well as a tracked machine, and in some conditions 
slightly better. We were considering an articulated model, but we 
needed the 7310R’s versatility.”

Although delivered two years ago, the 7250R started really 
earning its keep last autumn. “We have a large fleet of tractors as 
we try to be totally self-contained and in the position that we 
don’t need to hire in machines,” says Leslie. “We’re not scared to 
run them to high hours – for example, we have a 7920 tractor 
with over 9000 hours on the clock.

“We know when a tractor is coming up for replacement, so we 
don’t ‘purchase in haste, repent at leisure’. We always use the 
lead time to ensure that we buy the right tractor for the job. And 
by buying the machine well ahead of when it is going to be used, 
we avoid price rises and secure the best deal.”

The 7250R was also specified with a front linkage and pto and 
complements a John Deere 7830 for drilling with a 4m power 
harrow combination. The additional power also enables Leslie to 
plan ahead to increase output.

“We place a lot of emphasis on Michelin tyres, as they 
combine good traction with high quality for transport 

operations,” says Leslie. “We’ll be trying two or three 4.8 and 5m 
folding power harrow/drill/front press combinations, with a view 
to buying one for next autumn.

“The front linkage and pto, which came at a small additional 
price, also increases this tractor’s versatility – we’ll be able to 
use it to run front mowers, for example. And when required, 
both the 7310R and 7250R tractors are equipped with new 
Starfire 6000 satellite receivers, which are accurate and very 
easy to set up.”
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The business has an extensive knowledge of the UK tractor 
market, having used most of the top makes available before it 
settled on John Deere 22 years ago. “We considered John 
Deere to be a better machine than the others and found that 
the aftersales back-up was also very good,” says Drew Fairley, 
company director and “main tractor driver”.

The most recent model to join the Frinton-on-Sea based 
firm’s fleet is a 7310R with front linkage, which was supplied by 
dealer P Tuckwell Ltd at Ardleigh two years ago and took over 
from a 7280R model. In addition to running a large-scale arable 
operation growing cereals, oilseed rape and pulses, J B Fairley 
& Son contract farms a dairy enterprise and does a lot of work 
for a large turf grower.

Drew explains that one of the mainline tractor’s main 
attributes has to be versatility. “It does some 1500 acres a 
season with a seven-furrow mounted plough, 3000 acres of 
secondary cultivations with a 6.6m Great Plains Simba 
CultiPress or 9m Lemken Terra-Tine and 1600 acres of drilling,” 
he says. “It is also involved in corn carting and muck spreading.

“The 7310R’s power-to-weight ratio is just right for what we 
want, and putting on the front weight and wheel weights for 
draft work is very easy. Unballasted it is 2000kg lighter so it is 
good for light jobs – it will go on a 3m topper and on 650 duals 
all-round it will pull our CultiPress on sand land for turf.

“While most other high profile tractor manufacturers have 
gone to smaller engines as part of their strategy to meet 
emission regulations, the 7310R has a derated 9-litre unit with 
twin turbochargers, so it is not stressed and is also fuel 
efficient,” he adds. “In a demonstration with a 5m McConnel 
Shakaerator it used 4.5 litres less per acre than another make of 
a similar horsepower.”

The 7310R is also the firm’s fifth John Deere 7 Series tractor 

fitted with AutoPowr. “It is a fantastic transmission, the engine 
is never overloaded and it is always working to its maximum 
potential. We’ve tried other CVTs but none are as versatile. Its 
four stages provide more mechanical drive so it’s more power 
efficient, and the hydraulic element provides a constant torque 
so there are no large variations in load on the gearbox.

“It is also straightforward to programme so it can be used by 
a novice purely in automatic mode, or fine-tuned by an 
experienced driver who, when ploughing for example, can do a 
quarter to half an acre more per hour with a saving of three to 
four litres of fuel. It’s also fantastic for pto work.

“AutoTrac guidance is excellent and the cab is fantastic too, 
it’s more spacious than others on the market and very 
comfortable with the Active Seat suspension. I believe the 
7310R is the best in its class of what is available, but it’s really 
the whole John Deere package, including reliability and dealer 
back-up,” says Drew. “We’re lucky to have Tuckwell at Ardleigh, 
they are great people and look after us extremely well.”

However, Drew Fairley admits that post-harvest even the 
7310R can be under pressure, so this year it will be joined by a 
new 6250R tractor, which he says is well matched to the firm’s 
cultivations equipment.

Essex farmers and contractors J B Fairley & Son Ltd consider their John Deere 7310R to 
be the best tractor in its class, but just as important is the whole support package.

The whole package
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A new John Deere 6250R model is due to join the tractor fleet at J Haig Hamilton & Sons in 2018.
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Dual role Deeres

“We always run our tractors in pairs, not necessarily the same 
models, but each with more than sufficient power to carry out its 
primary function and move up to the role of a more powerful 
machine should the need arise,” says Haig Hamilton, explaining 
the tractor element of J Haig Hamilton & Sons’ machinery policy.

In 2016 the fleet was expanded with the arrival of a new 7310R 
supplied by local dealer Thomas Sherriff & Co Ltd at Haddington, 
which joined two 6175Rs, a 6210R, a 6215R and an 8335RT 
tracked model, with a new 6250R due to arrive shortly. The ex-
demonstrator 7310R’s primary roles are ploughing with a six-
furrow reversible and doing all the bed tilling for the 450 acres of 
potatoes the company grows on the 2100 acres it farms from its 
base at West Fortune Farm, North Berwick.

“Crucially, at 310hp the 7310R also has the extra power if 
required to take over from the 8335RT and do the subsoiling and 
primary cultivations on our 1650 acres of cereal ground, with 
either a 4.5m Sumo Trio or an 8m Simba UniPress,” says Haig, 
who is a partner in the business together with his father Haig, 
mother Lorna and brothers David and Keir. “We also have a 6m 
seeder.”

The 7310R’s purchase heralded a change in the firm’s 
machinery policy. “We used to hire in a high horsepower tractor 
every year to do the work, a John Deere 8335R, from either GHD 
Farm Machinery in Shropshire or F G Rowland in Lancashire, 
whichever had one available,” explains Haig. “The tractor’s work 
involves it being flat out from August to November and then 
again through March and April, doing some 500 hours in the 
autumn and 200 hours in the spring.”

In 2016 the Hamiltons investigated the economics of buying 
their own tractor, one that combined the power to carry out the 
primary and secondary duties with the compactness and 
versatility to enable it to be used for other general purpose 
operations such as trailer work.

“Our most important benchmarks where a power unit is 
concerned are reliability, service back-up and that the driver is 
comfortable with the machine,” says Haig. “We know John Deere 
meets those criteria, so we approached Thomas Sherriff at 

Haddington with our specifications, which were met by their ex-
demonstrator 7310R, and the deal they offered made economic 
sense.

“A major benefit of owning the tractor was the fact that we did 
not have to rely on the hire sector having the machine we wanted, 
when we wanted it. We also had the insurance of knowing that 
we had a tractor available for the ploughing and bed tilling 
periods.”

Another feature of the 7310R which suited the Hamiltons 
was the e23 transmission. “We think it puts more power to the 
ground and is more reliable than a pure hydrostatic unit,” says 
Haig. “We use both elements, depending on what we are doing; 
the manual mode when subsoiling, and the fully automatic 
mode for trailer work. Also, although each tractor has a 
dedicated driver who operates it for 95 per cent of the time, the 
auto mode allows the tractor to be driven by others unfamiliar 
with the transmission.”

In its first 12 months at West Fortune Farm the 7310R clocked 
up 1100 reliable hours. “We’re delighted with the tractor,” says 
Haig. “It’s comfortable and easy to operate and it’s extremely 
versatile for its size. It’s also well suited to the bed tilling as it’s 
very manoeuvrable, and although we haven’t been measuring 
the fuel consumption specifically, we are happy with it.”

A policy of running a fleet of John Deere machines, in which each tractor has a main and a 
complementary role, ensures that an East Lothian farming company’s downtime is kept to a minimum.

(J
oh

n 
D

ee
re

 st
oc

k i
m

ag
e)



U P T I M E  G UA R A N T E E .
D O  M O R E .  G UA R A N T E E D.

* Available at participating dealerships only. The offer applies to all new John Deere 6R (6 cylinder only), 7R, 8R and 8RT tractors purchased or leased between 
1st November 2017 until 31st October 2018. Back-up machine provided after 48 hours as part of dealer FarmSight Package. See your dealer for prices and details.

ALWAYS KEEP MOVING.
UPTIME GUARANTEE*

E X T E N D E D  WA R R A N T Y:  PowerGard Protection Plus for up to 5,000 hours
D E A L E R  M A I N T E N A N C E  PAC K AG E :  Takes care of all servicing
C O N N E C T E D  S U P P O R T:  Remote Display Access and Remote machine diagnostics
B AC K- U P  M AC H I N E :  Keeps you moving

B AC K- U P  M AC H I N E  W H E N  N E E D E D
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NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE

guaranteed fuel economy 
or your money back*

f u e l  g ua r a n t e e 
Use more than our target fuel consumption and we’ll refund the difference. 
 
e f f I c I e n c y  b o n u S 
Use less than our target fuel consumption and we’ll pay you a bonus of 2x the difference. 
 
6 r  (6 c y l I n d e r ),  7r ,  8 r  t r ac t o r S 
Fuel guarantee programme is available on 6R (6cyl), 7R and 8R Series tractors in transport applications. 

*  The fuel guarantee programme is valid and offered only by participating John Deere dealers from 1st September 2017 until 
31st October 2018 for all new, never retail sold 6R (6 cylinder), 7R and 8R Series tractors, purchased or leased between 
these dates and requires an explicit enrolment document with your John Deere dealer. The guarantee programme is only 
valid for transport applications (above 20 kph) in accordance with the provided JDLink data. Contact your John Deere 
dealer for more details on the enrolment document.

t H e  f u e l  g ua r a n t e e  P r o g r a m m e . 
d o  m o r e .  g ua r a n t e e d. 
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